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Teddy is a toy without age restrictions
Abstract:
The article examines the history of the formation of the toy "teddy", gives examples of modern models.
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Play has become an integral part of human life, regardless of age. As children, everyone plays with dolls, soft toys, educational cubes. Modern technology encourages children from an early age to learn to use computer tools for play and self-education, so bulky toys are gradually losing their value. With age, the need for them disappears completely. However, despite the dominance of technical means and lack of time, adults also love bulky toys. The demands of adults are much higher, they no longer pay attention to the average Chinese product. It is in adulthood that there is a desire for exclusivity, a kind of luxury embodied in the products of the author's work. The love for unique author's toys, which sometimes reach a high artistic level, distinguishes collectors and connoisseurs with good taste. Masters and whole creative workshops specializing in the manufacture of exclusive, single toys work directly for them.
 In the early twentieth century, a new form of toy appeared - a teddy bear, named "Teddy", named after US President Theodore Roosevelt. In 1902, a story spread around America that the president refused to shoot a hunted bear on the hunt, citing the fact that such harassment was "not sporting." The Washington Post published a caricature of the bear on November 16, 1902, in which the bear was presented as a tiny cute bear cub. Here the story splits: according to the first version, the ideologue of the new form was Mrs. Mitch, the wife of the owner of a toy store. Inspired by the caricature, she sewed a teddy bear out of the plush and displayed it in a shop window, calling it "Teddy Bear." The toy was extremely popular and was put on the assembly line. According to another version, the first bear was sewn by Margaret Steif on the concept of her nephew Richard, who designed a bear with movable paws. Today, the toy "Teddy Bear" is one of the most popular forms, competing only with the famous doll "Barbie". Gradually, the name "Teddy" began to be equated not only directly with bears, but also other small plush toys depicting animals. This form has become popular not only for children but also for adults; gradually became a collector's item. Teddy is made by both large industrial companies and individual craftsmen who focus on quality rather than quantity. The artistic value of author's products is significantly enhanced by their uniqueness and uniqueness, artistic interpretation of images. Sometimes toys lose their practical value, becoming a collectible art exhibit. Whole compositions are formed, in which several or even dozens of toys take part. Today there are about 20 museums in the world, the collections of which are formed from "Teddy" toys of different historical periods. Tens of thousands of private collectors collect unique author's models; Christie's Auction House periodically holds auctions featuring only Teddy toys.
I would like to consider the peculiarity of domestic toys "Teddy" on the example of the exhibition "Teddy Picnic", held this thing at the bottom of Kiev on Andrew's Descent. Masters of toys from different parts of Ukraine took part in the exhibition, many author's interpretations of bears and other animals were presented in the shop windows. There are also many forms of toys - from direct to animal to human, attached to a profession, hobby, etc .. High artistic level of collection of toys by individual masters demonstrates the desire to transfer to toys the traditions of painting, sculpture, decorative and applied arts. In particular, some masters use sculptural elements made of porcelain and polymer clay in their products, the faces of many toys are perfectly drawn, and the clothes are carefully sewn and embroidered. The traditions of American "Teddy" passed through the prism of domestic cultural adaptation, forming a number of national motifs: folk images of Cossacks and young women, under which stylized bears, embroidered shirts and Ukrainian national clothes.
Thanks to the masters, the image of "Teddy" lives its own life, evolves, assimilates in different countries. Unique collection exhibits are real examples of art that can captivate the most demanding connoisseurs.
