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Abstracts.
Based on the analysis of scientific literature and based on their own experience, the authors of the article pay attention to specific features of Kharkiv sculpture as an important cultural center. In the article the authors aimed to familiarize readers with modern sculptors with their works both in classical and more avant-garde manner, with the influence of sculpture on the formation of the specifics of the urban environment, to create a beautiful attractive and unique image of the city.
The work is addressed to scholars, employees of the system of higher artistic and pedagogical education, and students.
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CONTEMPORARY SCULPTORS OF KHARKIV
Kharkiv is the largest industrial center of Ukraine. Of course, the city is far from the size of New York or Tokyo, but the words "the largest city" also apply to it.  It is only necessary to specify that Kharkiv is the largest city at the 50th parallel of northern latitude. In the city garden named after Shevchenko. Shevchenko Garden there is a Monument to the 50th parallel - an original sign symbolizing this statement. 

The city is more than 300 years old, and during this time its appearance has changed significantly. Many famous sculptors have made efforts to this end. Sculpture changes our perception of the environment. It appeals to the subconscious, the senses and memory, surprising viewers with a rich form or an austere idea. Inspiring or shocking. According to reports, one of the earliest architects who created in Kharkov is Peter Antonovich Yaroslavsky, born in 1750. He was born in the Sumy region, but was educated at the Kharkov Collegium. This city later became the most native for him.

The first sculptural works in Kharkov were created not earlier than the end of XIX - beginning of XX century. This is due to the fact that only in the XIX century Kharkov turned from a peripheral town into an important regional center. The earliest surviving sculptures can be considered the monument to N.V. Gogol (1904) by sculptor B.V. Eduards and the majestic monument to the figure of national Enlightenment V. Karazin (1907, sculptor I. Andreoletti), with whose name the opening of the Kharkov Imperial University is connected.

Since ancient times, monuments and sculptures have been indicators of the power and wealth of kingdoms and empires. It is hard to imagine a city that has no monuments and sculptures at all, and no authentic works of architecture. Streets and squares would be deserted, there would be nothing to stop your eyes at when walking, it is impossible to admire the beauty, and tourists have nothing to look at.

Modern sculptors and architects are working on improving the appearance of Kharkov. We will tell about some of them in this article. 

Igor Pavlovich Yastrebov is a sculptor who is known not only in Kharkov. His works can be seen in other cities and countries.  Yastrebov's monuments have long become a business card of Kharkiv: it is a monument to the Warrior-liberator on August 23rd Street - a holy place for Kharkiv citizens, a monument to Skovoroda near the Pedagogical University, a monument in honor of the 2000th anniversary of the Nativity of Christ on the territory of the Pokrovsky Monastery and others.

The monument to the Warrior-Liberator, which the citizens call simply "Soldier" and has become one of the symbols of the city, turned 52 years old. It is dedicated to the events of 1943, but we can also say that it is a monument to all the soldiers who fought for the freedom of the Motherland in different periods of history. 
In 1943, the following events unfolded on this spot. A few days before the liberation of the city, German troops began to erect defensive fortifications. They stood not far from the place where the monument is located today. The soldiers of the Kharkov Rifle Division were able to break through the defense and liberate the city. It happened on August 23, 1943. At the place where the battles were fought, fifteen years later, the street August 23 appeared. In the 80s it was decided to install a monument to the liberators. 

Kharkov monument performed by Igor Yastrebov is unique in style. Like a giant wing fluttering in the wind the cloak-tent behind his back! The soldier, for all his monumental statics, is not "frozen" at all, because his hand with a machine gun (as with a cross!) is pointing upwards, his broad step is a step into the future. There is no sorrow in it, but triumph.

Yastrebov created many sculptural works - these are memorials, monuments to historical figures, monuments, plaques, easel portraits and compositions. Igor Pavlovich's works are original, they have philosophical undertones, the highest professionalism, but most importantly - a piece of the master's soul. 

His works are kept in Kharkiv Art Museum, National Shevchenko Museum in Kanev, Odessa Art Gallery.
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Monument to the Liberator Warrior (sculptor I. P. Yastrebov)

Continues the work of his father his son, Sergei Yastrebov, whose works also belong to the symbols of our city. One of them is a decorative composition called "Music by N.V. Lysenko", which is installed at the entrance to the KHATOB. The sculpture is made in the classical style, it harmoniously combines sculptural art and music. The composition consists of 4 sculptures of people, each of which reflects the dynamics of music. These are the artists spinning in a lively action - a young Ukrainian woman with a wreath on her head playing a tambourine, a violinist accompanying her, a young shepherd boy with a tinkling horn and a Cossack in trousers dancing gopak. The monument depicts flowers symbolizing the brightness of the Ukrainian steppes, among which the waves of the Lopan River can be seen.
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Sculptural composition "Lysenko's Music" (sculptor S.I. Yastrebov)

Another famous sculptural work in Kharkov is the monument to the popular singer, composer, actor Vladimir Vysotsky. It is installed near the Palace of Sports on Petr Grigorenko Avenue. Together they formed a whole complex, which was named "Vertical". The name was given in honor of the movie, in which Vysotsky played the main role.

A year before the monument was erected, a competition was announced. As a result, the victory went to the project, which was worked on by Kharkiv sculptor Alexander Demchenko and architect Viktor Livshits. The legendary artist is depicted with a guitar in his hand. The figure stands on a pedestal, which is made in the form of a crumpled sheet of paper. On the pedestal are carved excerpts of verses written by Vysotsky. The total height of the monument is 5.2 meters. The monument weighs about 2.5 tons.
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Monument to Vladimir Vysotsky (sculptor Alexander Demchenko)

To the joy of many Kharkiv citizens, in recent years the image of Kharkiv has begun to change - new monuments, memorial plaques are installed, historical buildings are reconstructed or rebuilt. Many of these architectural constructions are creations of the famous Kharkiv sculptor Alexander Ridny.

Alexander Ridny is an artist of avant-garde traditions. He is a sculptor in himself. On the one hand, he is known as the creator of many official monuments in the city, and on the other hand, he is a creative person, whose work strikes with unexpectedness, freshness of view, experiment. It is hard to imagine that one person combines academicism and endless search for himself.

After the reconstruction of Constitution Square, its main decoration became a 17-meter bronze sculpture of a winged woman resembling the ancient Greek goddess of victory Nika. According to the chief architect of the city Sergiy Chechelnitsky, "Nika on a balloon" was born as a result of winning the contest of projects, in which professionals from different cities of Ukraine, Russia and even the USA took part. The monument is based on the sculpture of the goddess Nika, who stands on a balloon and holds a wreath. The authors of the sculpture are Oleksandr Ridnyi and Anna Ivanova 

Monument of Independence of Ukraine is the second highest monument in Kharkiv after the Soldier on August 23rd Street. The height of the figure is about 6 meters, the ball - about 2.5 meters, the pedestal - 8 meters. The total height of the monument is 16.5 m.
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Monument of Independence of Ukraine (sculptor Alexander Ridnyi)

The theme of love has occupied writers, artists and sculptors since ancient times. In Kharkov this theme is revealed by the Monument to Lovers, installed in the park near the subway station "Beketova Architektora". 

The original sculpture depicts a young boy and girl standing at a distance, but reaching for each other. The lovers stand on fragments of a sphere resembling a planet. They are far away from each other, but still their souls touch in a tender kiss. The jets of the fountain are beating around the lovers. This place has become a favorite of the citizens, and romantic dates and photo shoots are often arranged here.
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Monument to Lovers (sculptor Dmytro Ivanchenko)

The Ukrainian cultural space today combines different generations and different ideologies; both professionally educated artists and talented amateurs coexist in it. All of them work in a variety of genres, techniques and choose their own ways of self-expression.

The works of Shaulis, Lizogub, Sarazhin are united by the theme of corporeality, in which each author in his own way builds the relationship between parts and the whole, using the human body as the most complete and at the same time fragmentary whole.

Sergey Shaulis was born in 1985 in Kharkiv. In 2016 he graduated from the Kharkiv State Academy of Design and Arts, Faculty of Fine Arts, specializing in Monumental Sculpture, where he also completed postgraduate studies. His works are in private collections in Ukraine, Finland, Holland, England, Germany, Israel, Belgium, USA, Australia.

Sergey tells: "This series, "Man without a core", was born back in 2006. It is about difficult moments in life when we change our choices. When you don't know what to do, where to go. These works were born in such a search. They are not negative. I created them when I myself changed my profession and started sculpting. There are eight works in this series. Only four of them have been presented to the public so far. I mostly work with series. When an idea comes up, I see not just one work, but five or seven objects at a time, so I have an exhibition concept".
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The emotional state of a person, all its shades and halftones, which are between white and black, are the main subject of the artists' research. With the help of new approaches to the art of sculpture and modern use of ancient pottery techniques, the authors create not just original images, but try to convey a special turning point, which they call "The Starting Point".

Alexander Miroshnichenko and Sergei Shaulis in their own manner explore the correlation between the pressure of the outside world and internal tension. The new images of Shaulis' sculptures "without a rod" and the complex symbolism of Miroshnichenko's ceramic works suggest that it is the combination of absolute euphoria and an extremely colorful palette of diverse feelings that results in the tangle of emotions, thoughts and actions that is commonly referred to as Man.
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