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Abstract
Leonid Andreev is considered to be one of the darkest writers in Russian literature. In the given article we analyze his last book, “Satan’s Diary”, which shows the readers an imaginary situation – Satan in a human body decides to play with mankind. But instead of having pleasure and fun, he gradually discovers all the inconveniences and issues connected to human existence. And a real eye-opener for Satan becomes realization of the fact that there is no need to give people a “helping hand” in coming undone – they can perfectly do it by themselves.
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“Satan’s Diary” is one of the best intellectual provocations towards Russian Orthodox Church. Leonid Andreev’s last (unfinished) book is represented as a prediction for all future mankind (the same artistical device was used by Goethe in “Faust”, Mark Twain in “The Mysterious Stranger”, M. Bulgakov in “Master and Margarita”). Fantasy about manlike Satan in American millionaire’s body is represented us the most peaceful and quiet Satan among all Russian artworks. His only “sin” is a murder – for being manlike he has to be the real Henry Wondergood in order to possess his body, which he calls “accommodation”: “When I decided to come to Earth, I found one suitable, as accommodation, 38-year old American, Mr. Henry Wondergood, a millionaire, and killed him… at night and without witnesses of course” [1, p. 32]. Adaptation period wasn’t so quickly and imperceptible as it was expected: fear, nausea, body’s feelings, etc. Satan isn’t able to control his temper; he suffers from sea-sick and is afraid of darkness as it scares him. But even with all these human “inconveniences” he doesn’t change his course – he is going to play with people. And playing his game is supposed to be a “maestro di Capella” and people will play the role of pieces. 
Satan is not alone – he’s got a companion Toppy, a hell resident, who’s got depth experience in being a “human” and knowing how to live among people without being recognized. This is a duet, whose game is to hoodwink and cheat people. Their “stage” is eternal city Rome. Why Rome, you may ask. As it is a symbol of inviolacy and faith in the eternal. And now in the city with eternal flavor the game will be played by eternal Satan and, for the record, he assures that it’s not his real name (but refuses to spell the real one, as he believes people can’t understand it and realize without losing their mind). Evil incarnates unusual weakness which is peculiar to people shows that Satan is too much manlike. And it happens because of his stay in human’s body out of which he can realize himself within his own death. But the top difference between Satan and people is “the third place”, in addition to hell and heaven. And Satan is absolutely sure that mankind is intellectually limited because of unknowing about that “third place”. And because of its poor mind there is no opportunity to realize it. It doesn’t cross people’s mind to think about “third place” as they live blindly due to church principles which teach people only about Heaven and Hell. 
Devil’s coming to Earth is an eternal plot for world literature. Goethe’s Devil is a cynical soul chaser; Bulgakov’s Satan is an honest and Solomonic judge and Andreev’s one is just feeling bored in Hell, who’d like to play with people. That is the main peculiarity of Andreev’s Satan. He is not going to judge or chase souls, he just want to play, he wants to have a holiday. And we can’t but say that he was and is sure that he can influence people as he is powerful since the beginning of the world. But with such idea it becomes difficult for him to realize his aim as physical inconveniences remind him of themselves – emotions, heart beating like a clock, thoughts drawback his plan and intentions.  He is no longer a powerful gamer, he is just a powerless human. 
Meeting with a strange man called Magnus leads to the most unexpected moment in Satan’s game – he falls in love with Magnus’ daughter Maria. This unknown feeling makes Satan to forget about his real aim on the Earth. He completely turns into a human. This fact differs Andreev’s Satan from Bulgakov one. The last one doesn’t know what is like to be a human and have human feelings. He is just a judge who knows what is right and what is wrong and he punishes according to this knowing. Andreev’s Satan is so much manlike that he is happy being a human. And he makes the biggest mistake – he begins to forget that people can be more evil than he is. Especially Magnus, his so-called friend, who talks the way Satan likes – with much music. 
Thinking that without Satan’s help people are not capable for real cruelty, lie and violence throws cold water when Satan gets to know about real Maria – not a daughter but Magnus’ mistress. And Magnus is more Devil than real one is – his cherished dream is to use Satan’s money (which Satan willingly gives) and destroy the world killing people and blowing up the planet. And all these action are easily justified – he’s eager to do it as he loves people. Satan’s double-ganger leaves behind the original. And it becomes obvious that there is no need in Satan’s help. People are so cunning and resourceful to do everything by themselves. Satan’s experience is out of use, it’s needless and unessential. 
The main Satan’s mistake is that he let a human inside himself and this human, like any other one, coming with soul, what for Satan is indistinctive. Satan’s becomes a real human – he starts to write a diary and even his name he writes with a small letter. There is no proud left inside him.
He intended (through his game) to expose the Church power and money hunger, promises about immortality on condition that people must live due to church laws. But Satan fails. He starts to realize that human is the most dangerous being in the world. And even after telling Magnus about his real nature, in order to impress and scary, Satan faces something he hasn’t expected at all – laugh, Magnus’ laugh, but not because of his skepticism and unbelief, but because of his assurance that Satan is late: “Why did you come here? To play? Seduce? Laugh at us, people? To invent a new game for us to dance for you? But you are late. You should have come earlier, the world is already big and now you are useless” [1, p. 79]. 
Satan is no longer some power or wish maker. His forte used to be a skill in giving human the last “push” before starting something bad. But now there is no need to push. From now he must be careful not to be pushed. His charm and persuading skills don’t work. There is no longer anyone to be exposed. Even Church takes as something unbreakable but not because of its purity and innocence but because of its action force and power of persuasion. Priesthood appears not as an example of mercy, charity and redemption. It is a temple for making people into a crowd without its individual opinion – the best way for controling and making intellectual slaves. 
The meeting with Scarlet Hat, on the one hand, pleases Satan, as he observes that his so-called power still works (Scarlet Hat tries to persuade Satan to make a money contribution for church – a blessing did), but on the other hand – there is nothing left for Satan – he is useless. Having almost limitless power and the deepest knowledge about existence Satan is astonished of quick human’s wit. Especially of those people who homilize on morality – the Church and its servants. Needless to say those gentlemen of the cloth are very educated and sophisticated. They know much as they read much. And this power gives them possibilities to possess people’s mind in order to guide them the way they need. “The Church is undying until there is death” [1, p. 54], Scarlet Hat says and offers Satan to donate all his money for good cause – for church. And if Bulgakov’s Devil wouldn’t let such heresy to be happened, Andreev’s one continues the conversation and then just lets Scarlet Hat go. 
Complete disaster in Satan’s plan shows that there is no need in one enormous power of some single being as it is available for any human – he’s got imagination. And if there is more than one human for realizing something – the aim will be succeeded.
“Satan’s Diary” remained unfinished because of Leonid Andreev’s unexpected death. The end of it we can “write” by ourselves. But if to sum up everything we have already known we can draw to the following conclusions: while there is an invisible ruling hand people will always be slave like; any government and church will never let people to think, intellectualize and walk away with a definite and correct conclusion – it’s thriveless as they can lose their ability to influence people. It’s easier to control he crowd but not the people. Wars, revolutions, rebellions are won not only because of good leaders but because of good solders, and good solders must obey the commands they receive, even if it is needed to become blind and deaf or forget about conscience. 
The main point is that we, human beings, endow with many skills – cunning, prudence, rationality, imagination, eagerness to succeed  and so on, and if it mix with rage, hate, fury, jealousy and the absence of morality we no more and no less Satan ourselves. And that’s why we do not feel any need in his help and that last push. We are perfect weapon and even lethal weapon in the government and church’s hands. 
Satan fails as he isn’t ready to be a human in the wide sense of this word. On the one hand, he likes it as it something new and unknown for him. But on the other hand, there are human’s emotions and physical inconveniences which disturb and confuse Satan. It distracts him from his initial aim. And the game is now played by people not Satan. He is like a piece in a game of chess, and instead of control and rule he is controlled and ruled. And he even likes it a little. But understanding about his useless frustrates him. 
We don’t have any opportunity to get to know about Satan’s last words or actions, as well as Magnus’ ones. But we can suppose that Satan would be killed by Magnus and released from his temporal “accommodation”, or he just would leave “the stage” being much disappointed. Any way – he has lost to human. 
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