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Abstract. The contribution of A.H. Pogribnyi, a teacher, literary critic, politician, public figure, Deputy Minister of Education of Ukraine, to establish cooperation with world Ukrainian diaspora and the implementation of the achievements of Ukrainian culture in the world educational space are revealed in the article.

His coordinated assistance of foreign Ukrainian in developing and publishing textbooks, readers; financing computerization of schools, issuing of the Ukrainian professional periodicals, reviving works of writers earlier banned in Ukraine are reflected.
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An independent Ukrainian state began its formation in the 90 years of the twentieth century. This is a difficult period of its development: inflation, economic decline, the lack of its own legislative regulation and so on. But at the same time it was marked with positive signs: a powerful burst of patriotism, democratization and national state building.

The Ukrainian education underwent serious changes. P.M. Talanchuk and his deputy A.H. Pohribnyi, powerful educators and patriots, went at the head of the Ministry of Education of the independent Ukraine. They had exactly begun to reform this field towards a return to the national school and national education.

An important contribution to the development of Ukrainian education was made by diaspora - those Ukrainian who outside of their native land united in various communities and societies to preserve their ancestral traditions and familiarize the world community with Ukrainian culture. The Department of international relations was also subordinated to A.H Pohrebniy (First Deputy Minister of Education of Ukraine). He established active cooperation with Ukrainian abroad.

Today scientists (O. Antonjuk [2], L. Bozhuk [3], S. Vdovenko [5], V. Evtukh [7], etc.) pay much attention to the investigation of the issue of Ethnic Policy of Ukraine on the operation of national education abroad. However, the results of its cooperation with Ukrainian diaspora in the early 90's of the XX century, that became a significant contribution to the development of education in the independent country, have not been sufficiently clarified yet. For this reason, the goal of our research is to identify the characteristics of interaction between A.H. Pohribnyi with overseas Ukrainian in the direction of the above-mentioned field.

Due to the adoption of its independence Ukraine was overwhelmed with reforms in all areas after 1991. Since that time a full-scale update of the legislative regulation of the country and drafting its own strategy of development started. These processes covered the Ukrainian education as well: increase in the number of Ukrainian schools and universities, formation of Ukrainian terminological framework, development and production of national textbooks, programs and regulations, struggle against indoctrination in the system of education. However, the low level of funding greatly hindered its rapid full-scale implementation. In this regard, Ukrainian diaspora contributed significantly to the development of national education: development and publication of textbooks, readers; school computerization funding, issuing Ukrainian professional periodicals, etc.

First Deputy Minister of Education of Ukraine A.H. Pohribnyi, a teacher, scholar, politician, public figure, established these interactions with overseas Ukrainian. To acquaint diaspora with the state of education in Ukraine and the measures taken by the Ministry of Education for its reform in 1992, he often gave reports abroad (Detroit, Jersey, New York, Munich, Philadelphia, Chicago, etc.). [9 12, 13, 17, 18], as well as attended American schools with the aim of exploring the training techniques used there [1]. In his speeches A.H. Pohribnyi emphasized such the issues of education in Ukraine as: the use of the Ukrainian language in educational institutions, "retraining teachers according to the national spirit" [11], Ukrainian professional periodicals publishing, design and printing of non-ideologized textbooks, etc.

A major difficulty in solving the latter problems arose from the crisis in the Ukrainian economy. The implementation of the plan of publishing new textbooks received powerful backing from overseas Ukrainian who cared about education in Ukraine. Due to the interaction bettwen the Coordinating Committee to Aid Ukraine such textbooks as ‘ABC book “Materynka” with 500, 000 copies of the book, readers "Lastivka", "Bila Khata" and "Pysanka" with 300,000 copies of the book each” and a reader "Zelena Nуdilya" with 280, 000 copies of the book were printed with funds donated Ukrainian from the USA in 1992 [15]. A.H. Pohribnyi gave a detailed report on the peculiarities of books distribution  to the Chairman of the Committee, that testifies to his responsibility.

As for the content of textbooks issued, then according to A.H. Pohribnyi, they "like Polish or French textbooks have the national spirit, love, that is not notionally tearful but full of dignity and pride for his people" [10, p. 2]. First Deputy Minister of Education A.H. Pohribnyi, a co-chair of the organizational and publishing committee highly, appreciated these publications that are approved for use in the educational process in 1992-1993 and 1993-1994 academic year after four ABC books and readers having been issued in Ukraine. Thus, following the principle of the multivariate nature of education, he believed that the teacher should not impose to use only one textbook. There should be few and the teacher himself can decide which one to exert the greatest educational influence on students.

The above-mentioned textbooks were used for teaching not only in Ukraine, but also for the Eastern Ukrainian diaspora "(having reserved a portion thereof, the Ministry meets Ukrainian educational needs of Tyumen and the Far East, Kazakhstan and Bashkortostan, Moldova and Belarus in this way)" [16 p. 4].

The textbook "History of Ukraine" by D. Doroshenko for students of 7-8 grades was published for the money from American diaspora and recommended by the Ministry of Education in Ukraine.

The real achievement for education in Ukrainian literature was the publication three volumes of the anthology “Ukrainske slovo” (A Ukrainian word) funded by the Ukrainian-American Association of Senjoriv from Miami and free distribution in Ukrainian schools. A characteristic feature of this book is that along with the published works of still banned writers such as I.P. Bagrianyi, V.K. Barka, O. Olzhych, U.O. Samchuk, O.I. Teliha etc., their literary and critical analysis was provided by Yu.A. Lawrynenko, Yu.V. Shevelov, P.P. Kononenko, M.K. Nayenko and others. This was the first reader who covered coherent literary process, including the works of the writers and poets who lived in Ukraine, and those who had to leave the native country.

A.H. Pohribnyi worked hard on the publication of the anthology as a scientific editor. He enthusiastically claimed that “Ukrainske slovo” would contribute to the fact that “all those to whom this edition is addressed to – senior pupils, pupils of lycées and gymnasiums, students, teachers themselves – would perceive the wonderland of our diverse artistic word in a completely different way - comprehensively, completely freed from the "socialist" labels and stamps"[16, p. 4]. E.V. Fedorenko highly appreciated the help of A.H. Pohribnyi in developing textbooks for Ukraine. He claimed that "during the time of preparation, in particular, a reader, so large in volume and accountable for its content, Dr. Pohribnyi keeps in sight of each stage, advises, encourages, helps" [20].

A.H. Pohribnyi took care and strictly controlled distribution of textbooks, that were issued for donations of overseas Ukrainian, to schools of Ukraine. Addressing the Ukrainian community in the USA, he argued that the Ministry of Education is always ready to provide reliable data on the distribution and use of textbooks and readers in the learning process in each area. Officials who have caused “flow-out” of the part of edition “aside”- for example, for sale" [16, p. 6] should receive severe punishment. It proves honesty, thoroughness and good faith of A.H. Pohribnyi while performing his official duties.

Donations of Ukrainian from the USA were also directed "for the computerization of schools in Ukraine and supplies to it, for the purchase of such valuable books as “Zhnyva skorboty” (The Harvest of Sorrow) by Konkvest, for the  establishment of educational subject journals in Ukraine" [16, p.4] that were necessary (especially in the beginning of 90s.) to enhance the professional skills of teachers and exchange their own method of teaching a certain subject. In 1993, "Deputy Minister of Education Professor. A.H. Pohribnyi put the needs to publish  professional magazines abreast of textbooks "[4]. This is due to the need to refocus teachers to bring up an erudite personality, a patriot of Ukraine. The Relief Fund Schools of Ukraine agreed to assist in the initial release of five out of eight journals planned for publication by the Ministry of Education: "Teaching History and Socio-Economic Sciences", "Mathematics and Physics in Schools of Ukraine", "Labor and Vocational Training" "Natural History at School", "Teaching subjects of aesthetic cycle" [4]. Unfortunately, these plans failed to realize in the early 90's. XX century.

A.H. Pohribnyi held the opinion that "there should be no boundaries between educational institutions of Ukraine and the Diaspora" [14]. Given this, he supported the signing Agreement on the recognition of university diplomas in Ukraine between the Ministry of Education of Ukraine and the Ukrainian Free University (Germany) on November 2, 1992. First Deputy Minister of Education in his report at the opening of the summer term of the above mentioned institution in August thar year, stressed that "UFU, while maintaining complete independence, should join scientific and educational system of Ukraine" [14]. This indicates that the educational policy of the Ministry of Education of Ukraine (1992-1994 years) aimed at supporting education abroad and protection of cultural and educational interests of overseas Ukrainian. For this reason, in 1993 A.H. Pohribnyi proposed two projects in the framework of the signed agreement of cooperation between the aforementioned institutions. As a result, the following plan of action in 1993-1994 academic year was approved: " training of probationers from Ukraine at UFU, professors exchange, unrestricted use of archives and libraries, exchange of regulatory guidance materials, educational organization under the auspices of Ministry of Education of the Ukrainian language courses for German-speaking population, development of libraries and archives network of Ukrainian diaspora among universities in Ukraine, participation of MOU scholar selection to obtain master's and doctoral degrees, etc." [6]. Thus, the First Deputy Minister of Education established cooperation based on staff and student mobility and exchange of intellectual achievements.

A meeting of A.H. Pohribnyi and O.V Koval in 1992 was extremely important for the formation of Ukrainian educational thought, especially his familiarity with the works he transferred from his teacher Hryhorii Vashchenko. Enthusiasm for pedagogical ideas of outstanding Ukrainian teacher, that nobody had idea of in Ukraine in the early 90s of XX century and, encouraged strong collaboration of  O.V. Koval, A.H. Pohribnyi and Ya.Y. Stetsko, who initiated the establishment of the Ukrainian Hryhorii Vashchenko Pedagogical Society in Kyiv in 1995. The main objective of this society was to promote "building of state construction-oriented education and strengthening of educational ideal of the Ukrainian people" [8].

The Society’s activity lead to the return of pedagogical heritage by Hryhorii Vashchenko to Ukraine. A.H. Pohribnyi worked tirelessly under edited works of renowned educator, he was one’s scanner, editor, proofreader, and even imposer all by himself..." [21]. The Ukrainian Pedagogical Society managed to publish only 6 out of the planned 8-10 volumes of pedagogical heritage of Hryhorii Vashchenko: "Educational ideal" (1995), "The general teaching methods" (1997), "Educating Will and Character" (1999), "Proceedings of Pedagogy and Psychology" (2000), "Diseases in the scope of National Remembrance "(2006), "Memories. Articles"(2006). Due to their printing collected donations Ukrainian Diaspora, Foundation of UFU and H. Vashchenko Foundation donated money for its publishig, as it was indicated in the list of donors at the end of each book. Thus, due to the coordinated cooperation of A.H. Pohribnyi overseas Ukrainian educators of the independent state had the possibility to become acquainted with the experience of leading and teaching ideas of Hryhorii Vashchenko and use it to improve the educational process.

A.H. Pohribnyi continues to cooperate with the Ukrainian diaspora and after leaving the post of Deputy Minister of Education of Ukraine (1994) through scientific and educational activities outside the state. He lectured in the United States (for example, in 1995 he gave three lectures in English on Ukrainian literature and education in Ukraine for students and faculty at the University of La Salle (Philadelphia, USA), and in 1999 he was invited to lecture the course "The latest Ukrainian Literature" at the teacher's seminar at Soyuzivka), in Germany he worked  as an ordinary professor at UFU. His lectures were very popular. Both students and teachers came to listen to «Kyiv literary Zlatoust" [19, p. 102], hear "his refined language, capture the artistry of his teaching skills" [19, p. 102].

Active teaching and community activities by A.H. Pohribnyi was acknowledged abroad by various kinds of awards. In 1998 he was awarded the title "Man of the Year" in Cambridge, and the following year he became an academician of the Ukrainian Free Academy of Sciences (USA). Biography of A.H. Pohribnyi was included in the directory "Prominent people of the twentieth century" (UK) and the Encyclopedia «Who is who» in 2000. This is indisputable evidence of recognition of the Professor’s contribution in the development of education both in Ukraine and its diaspora.

So well established cooperation between A.H. Pohribnyi and overseas Ukrainian in the 90's. XX century had positive results for Ukrainian Education: publishing of Ukrainian national-oriented textbooks, expanditure of the knowledge base of students by exploring still tabooed writers, returning of creative heritage by H. Vashchenko and others to Ukraine from abroad. This cooperation played a significant role in the spread of achievements of Ukrainian culture in the near and far abroad.
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